
Youth's struggle in... Cyprus 

The Cypriot youth face a very unique situation in their country. For more than 50 years we 
face the imperialists attacks and plans of which the Cyprus problem is a result, but at the 
same time a very strong, popular movement is at a position to organize the wider popular 
masses against the imperialist plans. 

The imperialist plans were initiated from the British to whom the island was a colony. 
With the "divide and rule" policy they separated the Greek Cypriots and Turkish 
Cypriots. The political struggle by AKEL on one site, and the armed struggle by the 
extreme right wing and the church on the other site created tense in the island between the 
people. A result was the intervention of Greece and Turkey, bi communal clashes, and 
then in 1974 a coup d'etat made by the Greek junta immediately after the Turkish 
invasion. Both events were planned by NATO. Since then the island is divided into two 
parts and its people live separated for many years, without the ability of communication. 
Moreover, the people of Cyprus and especially the youth face the problems created by the 
capitalist system and its neo-liberal expressions. Attacks against the labour rights and 
interests, undermining of public education and health, unemployment, drugs use, 

extreme difficulties to buy their own house and starting a family are some of the problems that the young people face in Cyprus. 

The main opposition to this imperialist plan and neo-liberal policies is the wide popular movement. Leading role in this movement is due to KKK AKEL (Communist 

Party of Cyprus Progressive Party of Working People), PEO (Pan Cyprian Workers Federation), EDON, EBCA (Union of Cypriot Farmers), POGO (Pan Cyprian 

Federation of Women Organizations). EDON, (United Democratic Youth Organization) is the leading youth organization in Cyprus. It is organized in local, regional, 

pan Cyprian and international level. EDON struggles for the reunification of the island, for a just, viable and peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem. For the 

demilitarization of the island and the peaceful coexistence of the people despite nationality, religion or language difference. 

We struggle to educate the youth with the ideas of the left, socialism, peace, solidarity, democracy, equality, social justice and social progress, and internationalism. 

The main directions of EDON struggle in the present time can be orientated in three ways. The first direction is to continue the struggle for solving the Cyprus problem. 

Cyprus problem is a problem of invasion and occupation of the island by the Turkish army, with hundreds of thousands of refugees from both sides, missing people, and 

violation of their basic human rights for more than 35 years. The main way to forward this is to continue the policy of rapprochement so that young people of Cyprus 

understand the need of cooperation, struggle and work together in political, social, labour, economical level so that they will bring solution and peaceful coexistence 

closer. 

The second direction is to be able to intervene on the one hand to face the attacks against the rights of youth and on the other hand and improve the standard of living of 

the young people and to improve their benefits in aspects of work, health, education and leisure. 

The third direction, that is helpfiil for the realization of the 
aforementioned directions, is to support the newly elected president of 
Cyprus to materialize and implement its beneficial popular program. The 
new president who was elected in February 2008 is, for first time in the 
history of Cyprus Republic, the General Secretary of AKEL party and an 
ex-general Secretary of EDON. 

His election, we estimate is a very important step for the people of Cyprus 
and for positive steps for the solution of Cyprus problem. We also think 
that his election is an important, hopefial message for all the left, 
progressive, communist forces. 

We promise that we will continue our struggle for the benefit of the 
Cyprus youth and people but also for the struggle of all the youth around 
the globe for a world of peace, solidarity and social justice against 
imperialism, intolerance and exploitation. 

* This article was prepared by our Cypriot member organization EDON 
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Editorial 

This is our first issue of WFDY NEWS since 

many years. It is intended to be a news bulletin 

that reflects the struggles, activities and news 

of WFDY as well as its member organizations 

around the world. It will be published in hard 

copy and electronically on our website and 

through the email. We hope that it constitutes 

one more step in the development of the action 

of our organization and gives a tribune for the 

progressive and democratic struggles around 

the world. However, it is a sad moment to 

publish our first issue under the recent 

decisions of the Czech government to ban 

KSM. 

Some people think that they can ban the 

future! At least this is what the Czech 

government believes. The Czech government 

decided to ban the Czech Communist Youth 

(KSM), with the approval of the juridical 

authorities, on the pretext that the Czech 

Communist Youth is spreading forbidden 

communist ideas. 

We tell the Czech government that ideas 

cannot be banned; they just spread like the 

breeze among the people. Youth action will 

never be illegal as long as it is oriented for the 

development and protection of youth rights 

for a different world. Youth have the right to 

have their beliefs in social justice and in a 

world free of exploitation. They have the right 

and they also have the duty to fight for their 

beliefs on the ideological and the political 

level. No government shall ban the 

progressive youth because no government can 

prevent the fiiture. 

The World Federation of Democratic Youth 

(WFDY) expresses its solidarity with KSM 

and strongly condemns the actions of the 

Czech government against it. WFDY will 

launch an international campaign to protest 

this decision around the world, and to make 

the Czech government hear the voice of a 

great number of people refusing its decision 

and supporting KSM. Petitions, 

demonstrations at the Czech embassies and 

other forms of protest will be launched against I 

this undemocratic decision. 

This is a part of an ideological offensive conducted by imperialism against the youth and their dreams in a better world. Ideological offensives are the complimentary 

of the military offensives practiced by imperialism around the world. Silencing the people is one more step for hegemony, but the youth will fight back. 

We will struggle for our rights and our freedom of action is a basic right. 

We shall never stop our struggles for a better world, and we shall never accept any decision criminalizing our legal peacefiil actions. We will struggle. 

We call the youth around the world to protest this decision and support the right of KSM in acting as a communist youth organization struggling for the rights of the 

Czech youth. 
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WFDY Activities 

Solidarity action in Balkans 

Between 3 and 6 April, th^ommission of Europe and North America of WFDY held a solidarity 
action with Balkans region. Alongside with a NATO Summit going on in Bucharest and a visit of the 
President of United States to the region, this event had an important impact both for the 
international delegates from several countries and for the youth of Serbia, Croatia and Romania. 
This action, held under the slogan "For Peace in Balkans, we struggle against NATO, bases and 
imperialism", was successflilly hosted by SKOJ (Serbia), Youth Association SOS (Croatia) and 
UTS (Romania), and gave a great contribution for the international solidarity with youth struggle in 
all ex- Yugoslavia republics. 

The denouncement of NATO crimes, the discussion about ways to improve solidarity and the direct 
contact with the destruction of the youth's social rights in these countries, led the delegates to the 
conclusion that only peace and sovereignty are the way for friendship and social justice. The 
delegates also acknowledged that the promotion of militarization and ethic or religious conflicts 
was a weapon of imperialism to break down the resistance of the peoples, as well as the offence 
against democratic rights, clearly felt by the delegates as they acknowledged that the police was 
pursuing the comrades from Croatia during the preparatory process of the event, and in Croatia and 
Romania, where the border's police demanded to check, during several hours, the contents of all 
books and posters brought by the delegates, in an unacceptable demonstration of the imperialist 
wish to break down all those who struggle against it. 

The expansion of NATO and the imperialist wars can only be stopped with struggle in each country, 
in each town, in each school or place of work and are closely connected with the struggles for social 
rights, that is why so many delegates brought up this issue during the panels of discussion as what is 
going on in the ex- Yugoslavia countries clearly shows that imperialist order is not compatible with 
social justice and peace. 

Latin America and Caribbean Regional's Meeting 



The Latin American and the Caribbean Regional Meetings will be held in 
Venezuela between 15 and 16 of April, according to the decision of the last regional 
meeting decision, in the General Council held in Portugal last Febrary. All the 
regional member organization were invited, and more than 1 5 has confirmed. One 
of the most importan things to discuss will be how the youth can assume their 
political responsibility facing their current historical situation; another thing will be 
to begin all the regional preparatory process, in order to insure the widest 
participation of the Latin American and the Caribean youth in the next 17 Word 
Festival of Youth and Students next year. 

In April, the regional members and friendly organizations of WFDY, also participate 
in other important meetings like the International Youth Seminar will take place 
before regional meeting, as a part of 1 the activities that take places over 8-13 april, 
when Caracas will be declared, "Word Capital of Peace". The "First Youth Meeting 
by a New American Dawn" will take place after the regional meeting in 18, 19 and 
20 of April at the Miranda State, with the Youth Institute as a partner. Latin American 
and Caribbean youth have a big challenge in integrating more powerfully and be the 
vanguards of the struggles for a different future in the region. 



WFDY Histor 

16th World 
Festival of Youth 
and Students 
Caracas 2005 

The sixteenth World Festival of Youth and Students 

welcomed more than 17.000 delegates of local, 

national, regional and international organizations 

from 144 countries, representing milhons of young 

people and students from all over the world. Youth 

gathered without differences of ages, ideological 

background, gender, ethnic and social origin 

participated in varied and numerous activities of the 

16th WFYS. This Youth, in the previous months, during the preparatory process, realizing the necessities of the political 

moment, they managed to stimulate a great mobilization and ample spaces of debate in hundreds of different cities and 

countries, uniting wills under the slogan that brought us to Caracas: "For Peace and Solidarity, We Struggle against 





Imperialism and War ! " 

The 16th WFYS broke through the 
censorship and lifted the blockade on 
information imposed by imperialism, 
which could not prevent us from sharing 
experiences, strengthening our bonds, 
reaching agreements, getting to know each 
other better, having a clearer and more 
;lobal understanding of our problems and 
their causes, and assuming the collective 
commitment of uniting all of our efforts to 
eliminate those problems; defending and 
fighting for the rights of the people, youth 
and students wherever they are at risk, 
improving the organization and 
mobilization of the youth and student 
movement, and raising its political and 
social consciousness. 



International News 

Socialist Students Union Sr i Lanka 3'^ Convention 

Socialist Students Union, Sri Lanka concluded its 3"^ National Convention in 

Colombo on 19* March 2008. Attended by more than five hundred delegates and 

over two thousand observers the hall joined the music in; 

The days we have suffered 

End as you suppose 

Come and join the chorus 

Our flag will be the method 

Under the banner of 'Socialism is Future' ! 

Political Bureau Member of People's Liberation Front comrade Wimal 

Weerawansa, as a chief speaker, highlighted the on going crisis of Sri Lanka 

coupled with the improper hadling by the ruling and international players. In the 

convention, comrade Bimal Ratnayake organizer of SYU; comrade Alfred 

Mombeleko, National President of Tanzanian Youth League, and comrade 

Mohamad Hotait Representative of the Union of Lebanese Democratic Youth 

(ULDY) and leaders from different organization of PLF extended their solidarity. 

Vice President of WFDY, comrade Yogendra Shahi extended the greetings for the 

success of the congress to foster new policies on the current political realm. 

The convention especially concluded how the policies of imperialism are being 

more offensive for resources and its double standard against integration of sovereign Sri Lanka. It fiirther concluded to struggle in defense of the right to education 

and employment that adversely affected by the policies of neo-liberalization. The convention elected new national committee under leadership of comrade Chamira 

Koswatta. 

Following the congress, the international delegation took opportunity to have meeting with PLF leader comrade Somabansa Amarsingha, and took part in 

international seminar on ' Imperialist War for the Exploitation of Resources' on the consecutive day. 




5 Years of war on Iraq 



March 20, 2008 marked the fifth anniversary of the imperialist war against Iraq led by the USA as 
the main fighting force with some few other puppet armies behind it. WFDY issued a statement on 
this date that condemned the war and expressed its solidarity with the Iraqi youth in their struggles 
for the liberation of their country. The statement said that " the war marginalized the United Nations 
and the Security Council when they refused to involve in an American war based on false pretexts of 
production and deployment of weapons of mass destruction by the Iraqi regimes before March 
2003" and also pointed out to the fact that "millions of people, primarily youth, went down into the 
streets of the world to refiase this war" and that "WFDY, as an anti- imperialist international youth 
organization had the analysis from the very first moment that this war only aims at more exploitation 
of the resources for the benefits of the big capitalist companies, and that it strongly violates the right 
of the people to live in independent countries without any kind of occupation and interventions". 
The statement also provided some staggering numbers about the civilian deaths and the situation 
that the Iraqi people are suffering due to this war. According to recent statistics, more than 600, 000 
Iraqi civilians were killed. Other 2,225 ,000 became internal refiagees forced to leave their towns and 
villages into other places according to their religious sects. 2,500,000 more people became refugees 
outside Iraq, mainly in Syria and Jordan. It is also important to mention that the unemployment rate 
is around 60% and the average hours of electricity is less than 6 hours per day, in a country that has 
the second reserve of oil in the world. 70% of Iraqis lack pure water supply and 28% of its children 
suffer malnutrition. The child death rate is one of the highest in the world. 

WFDY expressed its solidarity and support for the democratic and progressive youth who originally 
opposed the dictatorship and are continuing their struggles against occupation, and are getting more 
involved in the national resistance that will bring the heroic victory for the Iraqi people. 





50th Anniversary of AAPSO 

The Afro Asian People's Solidarity Organization (AAPSO), a friendly organization 
of WFDY, celebrated its 50* anniversary in Cairo, Egypt on February 24-29, 2008. 
Tens of organizations members of AAPSO around the world participated in the 
Conference titled "AAPSO in a Globalized Interdependent World". The conference 
discussed the issue of globalization focusing mainly on the militarization of 
globalization and its continuous efforts to hegemonize the world under conquer of 
transnational companies and huge capital hungry for the resources and markets 
around the world. Occupation and war are the main tools of hegemony of the 
American led globalized war. Sectarian, racial and ethnic divisions are the other 
tools creating the pretexts for interventions in the hotspots around the world. The 
conference also discussed the necessity of nuclear disarmament, world peace, and 
the radical changes in Latin America. Global warming, environment and women's 
rights were also discussed in the different panels of this conference. WFDY had a 
speech in the discussion about militarization of globalization. This speech 
emphasized our analysis of the offensive character of imperialism with the 
examples of the occupation of Iraq, the war in Afghanistan, the threats against Syria 
and Iran, the crimes in Gaza and the interventions in Balkans. WFDY also 
reasserted the role of the massive national and international struggles of the youth 
around the world to face those policies and to fight for an alternative future of peace, 
social justice and international solidarity. 



